#6 “MAINTENANCE"
Psalm 127:1

Keeping a strong house requires aggressive, consistent, responsible
maintenance.

Actions we need to take to properly maintain our house:

» Cleansing.

Leviticus 14:33-37 (NKJV) And the LORD spoke to Moses and
Aaron, saying: “When you have come into the land of Canaan,
which I give you as a possession, and I put the leprous plague in a
house in the land of your possession, and he who owns the house
comes and tells the priest, saying, ‘It seems to me that there is
some plague in the house,” then the priest shall command that they
empty the house, before the priest goes into it to examine the
plague, that all that is in the house may not be made unclean; and
afterward the priest shall go in to examine the house. And he shall
examine the plague; and indeed if the plague is on the walls of the
house with ingrained streaks, greenish or reddish, which appear to
be deep in the wall.”

Leviticus 14:52, 53 (NKJV) And he shall cleanse the house with
the blood of the bird and the running water and the living bird,
with the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet. Then he shall let
the living bird loose outside the city in the open field, and make
atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.

Strengthening.

Isaiah 54:2 (NIV) Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent
curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen
your stakes.

» Fighting.
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Nehemiah 4:14 (NIV) After I looked things over, I stood up and
said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome,
and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your
wives and your homes.”

Ephesians 6:10-12 (NIV) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

James 4:7 (NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.

Nurturing.

Ephesians 6:4 (NIV) Fathers, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Guarding.

2 Chronicles 12:10 (NIV) So King Rehoboam made bronze shields
to replace them and assigned these to the commanders of the guard
on duty at the entrance to the royal palace.

Nehemiah 4:9 (NIV) But we prayed to our God and posted a
guard day and night to meet this threat.

Extending.

1 Chronicles 4:9, 10 (NIV) Jabez was more honorable than his
brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth
to him in pain.” Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that
You would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let Your hand be
with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.”

And God granted his request.



